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:KHQ�\RX�KHDU�WKH�ZRUG�¶5DPDGKDQ·��ZKDW�LV�WKH�
ÀUVW�WKLQJ�WKDW�FRPHV�WR�\RXU�PLQG"�+RZ�GR�\RX�
IHHO�DERXW�IDVWLQJ"�0DQ\�RI�XV�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�WKH�
PRQWK�RI�5DPDGKDQ�EHFDXVH�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�
LW�LV�EHQHÀFLDO�IRU�XV��:H�PD\�HQMR\�WKH�VSHFLDO�
EOHVVLQJV�WKDW�$OODK�KDV�JUDQWHG�XV�GXULQJ�WKLV�
PRQWK��DQG�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�WKH�EOHVVLQJV�WKDW�$OODK�
KDV�EOHVVHG�LW�ZLWK��2WKHUV�PD\�IHHO�DV�WKRXJK�LW�
LV�D�GLIÀFXOW�PRQWK�EHFDXVH�RI�KRZ�GLIÀFXOW�LW�LV�
WR�IDVW��+RZHYHU��LQ�WKH�YHUVH�DERYH��$OODK�WHOOV�
XV�WKDW�+H�GRHV�QRW�ZDQW�DQ\�GLIÀFXOW\�IRU�XV��+H�
ZDQWV�XV�WR�IDVW�EHFDXVH�RI�LWV�VSLULWXDO�EHQHÀWV��
DQG�WR�SUDLVH�+LP�IRU�JXLGLQJ�XV�WR�IDVW��)DVWLQJ�
FDQ�EH�FKDOOHQJLQJ�EXW�ZKHQ�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�LWV�
EHQHÀWV��DQG�WKH�VSHFLDO�EOHVVLQJV�RI�WKH�PRQWK�
RI�5DPDGKDQ��ZH�ZLOO�FRPH�WR�UHDOL]H�KRZ�EOHVVHG�
ZH�DUH�WR�H[SHULHQFH�WKLV�PRQWK��7KLQN�DERXW�WKH�
ZRQGHUIXO�RSSRUWXQLW\�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�WR�OHDUQ�LQ�
PDGUDVDK��6RPHWLPHV��ZH�PD\�IHHO�DV�WKRXJK�
OHDUQLQJ�LV�GLIÀFXOW�EHFDXVH�LW�PHDQV�WKDW�ZH�
KDYH�WR�ZDNH�XS�HDUO\��REH\�UXOHV��ZRUN�KDUG��GR�
KRPHZRUN��DQG�ZULWH�WHVWV��+RZHYHU��HYHQ�WKRXJK�
LW�LV�FKDOOHQJLQJ��ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�ZH�DUH�OXFN\�IRU�WKH�
RSSRUWXQLW\��/HDUQLQJ�XOWLPDWHO\�RQO\�EHQHÀWV�XV��

,Q�RUGHU�WR�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKH�PRQWK�
RI�5DPDGKDQ��ZH�QHHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�ZK\�LW�LV�VR�
H[FHSWLRQDO��:H�FDQ�GHHSHQ�RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�
the month by looking at the du‘as�RI�,PDP�=D\Q�
DO�$ELGLQ��D���$V�RQH�RI�RXU�a’immah �D���,PDP�=D\Q�
DO�$ELGLQ��D��KDG�D�ORW�RI�NQRZOHGJH�WR�VSUHDG��
8QIRUWXQDWHO\��KH�OLYHG�GXULQJ�WKH�RSSUHVVLYH�UXOH�
RI�WKH�8PD\\DGV�DQG�DV�VXFK��KH�ZDV�QRW�DEOH�WR�
SUHDFK�RSHQO\��'HVSLWH�WKHVH�REVWDFOHV��KH�IRXQG�
FUHDWLYH�ZD\V�WR�SURWHVW�WKH�XQ�,VODPLF�UXOH��DQG�
ZRXOG�RSHQO\�UHFLWH�EHDXWLIXO�du‘as��ODFHG�ZLWK�
,VODP·V�WUXH�WHDFKLQJV��+H�UHFLWHG�du‘as�IRU�DOO�
RFFDVLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�RQHV�IRU�SDUHQWV��FKLOGUHQ��
DQG�JRRG�FKDUDFWHU��+H�ZRXOG�UHFLWH�D�du‘a when 
KH�VDZ�WKH�FUHVFHQW�PRRQ��DQG�RQ�WKH�GD\�RI�
$UDIDK��/DWHU��KLV�du‘as were compiled into a book 
WKDW�ZH�QRZ�NQRZ�DV�As-Sahifat as-Sajjadiyyah��
ZKLFK�VLPSO\�PHDQV�WKH�ERRN�RI�6DMMDG��6DMMDG�LV�
RQH�RI�WKH�PRUH�IDPRXV�WLWOHV�RI�,PDP�=D\Q�DO�
$ELGLQ��D��

,Q�WKLV�OHVVRQ��ZH�ZLOO�UHÁHFW�RQ�VRPH�RI�WKH�
SDVVDJHV�IURP�KLV�du‘a to welcome the month 
RI�5DPDGKDQ���Du‘a����IURP�as-Sahifat as-
Sajjadiyyah�

3URIHVVRU�$QQH�0DULH�6FKLPPHO��G��
�������ZDV�D�ZHOO�NQRZQ�FRQWHPSRUDU\�
*HUPDQ�DXWKRU�DQG�UHVHDUFKHU�LQ�WKH�
ÀHOG�RI�,VODPLF�6WXGLHV��,Q������VKH�
ZDV�DZDUGHG�WKH�*HUPDQ�3XEOLVKHU·V�

3HDFH�3UL]H��ZKLFK�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�PRVW�
KRQRXUDEOH�DQG�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�FXOWXUDO� 
��DZDUG�RI�*HUPDQ\��6KH�UHFHLYHG�WKLV� 
��DZDUG�HYHQ�LQ�WKH�ZDNH�RI�KHU�FULWLFLVP�
RI�6DOPDQ�5XVKGLH�IRU�DXWKRULQJ�WKH�

ERRN��The Satanic Verses. 
�,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�*HUPDQ��(QJOLVK��)UHQFK�

DQG�6ZHGLVK��3URIHVVRU�6FKLPPHO�ZDV�DOVR�
ÁXHQW�LQ�$UDELF��7XUNLVK��3HUVLDQ�DQG�6LQGKL��
6KH�KDV�WUDQVODWHG�DQG�SXEOLVKHG�VRPH�

SDUWV�RI�WKH�SULFHOHVV�as-Sahifat  
as-SajjadiyyaK�DQG�VRPH�RI�WKH�VXSSOLFDWLRQV�

IRU�5DPDGKDQ�LQWR�*HUPDQ�
6KH� UHODWHV� DQ� LQWHUHVWLQJ� VWRU\� DERXW� WKH�
WUDQVODWLRQ� RI� as-Sahifat as-Sajjadiyya when 
KHU�PRWKHU�ZDV�LQ�WKH�KRVSLWDO��6KH�VD\V�WKDW�
ZKLOH�KHU�PRWKHU�ZDV�UHVWLQJ�DQG�VKH�ZDV�E\�
KHU� EHG�� VKH� ZRXOG� XVH� WKH� WLPH� WR� FRPSLOH�
KHU� WUDQVODWLRQ� RI� WKHVH� VXSSOLFDWLRQV�� 2Q� WKH�
EHG�QH[W�WR�KHU�PRWKHU·V�ZDV�D�GHYRXW�&DWKROLF�
ZRPDQ��ZKR�ZDV�VOLJKWO\�FULWLFDO�RI�KHU�ZRUN��6KH�
WXUQHG�WR�3URIHVVRU�6FKLPPHO�VD\LQJ��́ ,V�LW�WKDW�LQ�
&KULVWLDQLW\�DQG�WKH�+RO\�%LEOH�WKHUH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�
PLVVLQJ�WKDW�\RX�WXUQ�WR�,VODPLF�VXSSOLFDWLRQV"µ�
$W� WKDW� PRPHQW� 3URIHVVRU� 6FKLPPHO� GLG� QRW�
DQVZHU� KHU� EXW� ZKHQ� KHU� ERRN� ZDV� ÀQLVKHG��
VKH�VHQW�KHU�D�FRS\�RI�WKH�ERRN��7KH�ODG\�ZURWH�
EDFN�UHSO\LQJ�WKDW�VKH�WKRURXJKO\�HQMR\HG�WKH�
ERRN�� VWDWLQJ�� ´7UXO\�� WKH� WUDQVODWLRQ�RI� WKLV�
ERRN�� ¶as-Sahifat as-Sajadiyya·� RI� ,PDP�
=D\Q�DO�$ELGLQ� �D�� LV� LPSRUWDQW� IRU�PDQ\�
:HVWHUQ�SHRSOH�DQG�,�UHDG�LW�HYHU\�GD\�µ
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The month of Ramadhan is special

Truly fasting is more than staying away from food 

,Q�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�du‘a��,PDP�=D\Q�DO�$ELGLQ��D��
GLVFXVVHV�WKH�XQLTXH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�PRQWK�RI�5DPDGKDQ��,W�
LV�D�VSHFLDO�PRQWK�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�JUDQWHG�EOHVVLQJV�OLNH�QR�
RWKHU�PRQWK��)XUWKHU��WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�VSHFLDO�UXOHV�LQ�
WKH�PRQWK�RI�5DPDGKDQ�LQGLFDWH�LWV�VWDWXV�DQG�WKH�VSHFLDO�
KRQRXU�WKDW�$OODK�KDV�JUDQWHG�WR�LW�

,Q�WKH�DERYH�SDVVDJH�RI�WKH�du‘a��,PDP�=D\Q�DO�$ELGLQ��D��
VWUHVVHV�WKDW�WUXH�IDVWLQJ�PHDQV�PRUH�WKDQ�VWD\LQJ�DZD\�
IURP�HDWLQJ�DQG�GULQNLQJ��5DWKHU��RXU�ZKROH�ERG\�VKRXOG�
IDVW��:H�VKRXOG�QRW�XVH�DQ\�RI�RXU�ERG\�SDUWV�LQ�D�ZD\�
WKDW�LV�GLVOLNHG�E\�$OODK��0RUHRYHU��ZH�VKRXOG�XVH�WKHP�IRU�
DFWLRQV�WKDW�SOHDVH�$OODK�

Faith in ActionFaith in Action
3ULQW�RXW�RU�GUDZ�D�FDOHQGDU�SDJH��
:ULWH�LQ�WKH�GDWHV�IRU�WKH�PRQWK�
RI�5DPDGKDQ��)RU�HYHU\�ZHHN��
VHW�D�JRDO�WR�IRFXV�RQ�RQH�RI�WKH�
ÀYH�WKHPHV�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�WKLV�
du‘a��7KHQ��WUDFN�\RXUVHOI�DQG�GR�
VRPHWKLQJ�HYHU\�GD\�WKDW�IXOÀOOV�
WKDW�JRDO��)RU�H[DPSOH��LI�\RX�VHW�D�
JRDO�WR�GR�JRRG�WR�RWKHUV��\RX�FDQ�
SUD\�IRU�WKHP�RU�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�QLFH�
IRU�WKHP��,I�\RX�SHUIRUP�WKH�GHHG��
PDUN�LW�RQ�WKDW�GD\��.HHS�WUDFN�RI�
\RXU�SURJUHVV�DQG�VHH�KRZ�PXFK�
\RX�WULHG�WR�IROORZ�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�
,PDP�=D\Q�DO�$ELGLQ��D��

¶3UDLVH�EH�WR�$OODK��ZKR�PDGH�WKLV�PRQWK��WKH�PRQWK�
RI�5DPDGKDQ��WKH�PRQWK�RI�IDVWLQJ��WKH�PRQWK�RI�
,VODP��WKH�PRQWK�RI�SXULW\��WKH�PRQWK�RI�SXULÀFDWLRQ��
DQG�WKH�PRQWK�RI�SUD\HUV��,Q�WKLV�PRQWK��WKH�4XU·DQ�
ZDV�PDGH�WR�GHVFHQG�DV�D�JXLGDQFH�WR�PDQNLQG�DQG�
FRQWDLQV�FOHDU�LQVWUXFWLRQV�DQG�GLVWLQFWLRQV��+H�JDYH�
WKLV�PRQWK�VXSHULRULW\�RYHU�DOO�RWKHU�PRQWKV�E\�JLYLQJ�LW�
DEXQGDQW�KRQRXU�DQG�GLJQLW\��+H�GLVDOORZHG�LQ�LW�ZKDW�
+H�KDV�DOORZHG�LQ�RWKHU�PRQWKV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�H[DOW�LW��DQG�
+H�IRUEDGH�LQ�LW�IRRG�DQG�GULQN�LQ�RUGHU�WR�KRQRXU�LW�·

¶«,QVSLUH�XV�WR�NQRZ�WKLV�PRQWK·V�H[FHOOHQFH��DQG�WR�
KRQRXU�LWV�GLJQLW\��DQG�WR�NHHS�DZD\�IURP�ZKDWHYHU�
<RX�KDYH�IRUELGGHQ�LQ�LW��+HOS�XV�WR�REVHUYH�LWV�IDVW��
E\�VWRSSLQJ�RXU�OLPEV�IURP�GLVREH\LQJ�<RX��DQG�E\�
XVLQJ�WKHP�LQ�D�ZD\�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�SOHDVH�<RX��VR�WKDW�
ZH�PD\�QRW�OHW�RXU�HDUV�OLVWHQ�WR�DQ\�YDLQ�VSHHFK��
DQG�VR�WKDW�ZH�PD\�QRW�GLUHFW�RXU�H\HV��KDQGV��DQG�
IHHW�WRZDUGV�DQ\WKLQJ�IRUELGGHQ��DQG�WKDW�QRWKLQJ�
ÀOOV�RXU�VWRPDFKV�H[FHSW�ZKDW�<RX�KDYH�DOORZHG��
DQG�VR�WKDW�RXU�WRQJXHV�PD\�QRW�VD\�DQ\WKLQJ�
H[FHSW�ZKDW�<RX�KDYH�DOORZHG�·



4

4

5

Doing good deeds and helping others

Cleansing our sins

¶«�*LYH�XV�JUDFH�LQ�WKLV�PRQWK�WR�VKRZ�IDYRUV�WR�RXU�
UHODWLYHV��WR�GR�JRRG�WR�WKHP��WR�WDNH�FDUH�RI�RXU�
QHLJKERXUV��WR�GR�JRRG�WR�WKHP��WR�WDNH�FDUH�RI�WKHP�
ZLWK�NLQGQHVV��WR�FOHDQVH�RXU�ZHDOWK�WKURXJK�RXU�
REOLJDWLRQV��WR�SXULI\�LW�E\�JLYLQJ�FKDULW\��WR�EH�MXVW�ZLWK�
WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUH�XQMXVW�WR�XV��DQG�WR�PDNH�SHDFH�ZLWK�
WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUH�KRVWLOH�WR�XV�·

¶(UDVH�RXU�VLQV�ZLWK�WKH�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�RI�WKLV�PRQWK·V�
FUHVFHQW��DQG�IUHH�XV�IURP�RXU�SXQLVKPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�
FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�LWV�GD\V��VR�WKDW�WKH�PRQWK�PD\�SDVV�IURP�
XV�ZKLOH�<RX�KDYH�FOHDQVHG�XV�RI�RXU�JXLOW��DQG�IUHHG�XV�
IURP�RXU�VLQV�·

3 Taking care of your salah

¶«�*LYH�XV�WKH�JUDFH�WR�SHUIRUP�WKH�ÀYH�SUD\HUV�RQ�WLPH��
REVHUYLQJ�WKHLU�OLPLWV�ZKLFK�<RX�KDYH�PDGH��DQG�WKH�
ULWXDOV�ZKLFK�<RX�KDYH�SUHVFULEHG��,Q�WKLV�UHVSHFW��UDLVH�XV�
WR�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�VXFFHVVIXOO\�SHUIRUPHG�
WKHP��ZKR�REVHUYHG�WKHP�SURSHUO\��ZKR�SHUIRUPHG�WKHP�
RQ�WLPH��ZLWK�SHUIHFW�DQG�FRPSOHWH�KXPLOLW\��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
WKH�UXOHV�ODLG�GRZQ�E\�5DVXOXOODK��V��·�

HIGHER LEVEL

,PDP�=D\Q�DO�$ELGLQ��D��KDV�DQRWKHU�
du‘a�IRU�WKH�PRQWK�RI�5DPDGKDQ��)LQG�
RXW�WKH�QDPH�DQG�QXPEHU�RI�WKLV�du‘a 
in As-Sahifat as-Sajjadiyyah��+LQW��<RX�
FDQ�ÀQG�D�VRIW�FRS\�RI�WKLV�ERRN�RQ�WKH�
VLWH�ZZZ�DO�,VODP�RUJ or ZZZ�GXDV�RUJ�

,Q�WKH�DERYH�SDVVDJH�RI�WKH�du‘a��,PDP�=D\Q�DO�$ELGLQ��D��
UHPLQGV�XV�RI�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�RXU�salah��7KH�PRQWK�RI�
5DPDGKDQ��ZLWK�DOO�RI�LWV�EOHVVLQJV�DQG�VSLULWXDOLW\��LV�DQ�
RSSRUWXQH�WLPH�WR�SHUIHFW�RXU�salah��ZKLFK�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�
IXQGDPHQWDO�DFWV�RI�ZRUVKLS��DQG�RXU�GDLO\�FRQQHFWLRQ�WR�$OODK�

,Q�WKLV�SDUW�RI�WKH�du‘a��,PDP�=D\Q�DO�$ELGLQ��D��UHPLQGV�XV�
RI�RXU�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�WUHDW�RWKHUV�LQ�WKH�EHVW�RI�ZD\V��:H�
DUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WUHDWLQJ�RXU�IDPLO\�DQG�QHLJKERXUV�ZHOO��
DQG�HYHQ�ZKHQ�VRPHRQH�PD\�KDYH�ZURQJHG�XV��ZH�DUH�VWLOO�
VXSSRVHG�WR�WUHDW�WKHP�MXVWO\�DQG�LQ�WKH�EHVW�RI�ZD\V��,W�LV�
LPSRUWDQW�IRU�XV�WR�DVN�$OODK�IRU�KHOS�WR�GR�WKLV��DV�LW�LV�QRW�
DOZD\V�DQ�HDV\�WKLQJ�WR�GR�

7KH�PRQWK�RI�5DPDGKDQ�LV�OLNH�D�ODUJH�PDJLF�HUDVHU��,I�ZH�
UHSHQW�DQG�DUH�VLQFHUH�LQ�RXU�DFWLRQV��WKHQ�$OODK�ZLOO�HUDVH�DOO�
RI�RXU�SDVW�PLVWDNHV�DQG�VLQV��,Q�WKLV�SDUW�RI�WKH�du‘a��ZH�DUH�
SUD\LQJ�IRU�$OODK�WR�HUDVH�RXU�VLQV�EHIRUH�WKH�PRQWK�SDVVHV�
E\��:KHQ�$OODK�IRUJLYHV�XV�FRPSOHWHO\��LW�LV�DV�WKRXJK�ZH�DUH�
VWDUWLQJ�FRPSOHWHO\�DIUHVK�

�$OODK�VD\V�LQ�WKH�4XU·DQ
Qô QȲTāPó Pã� P¹R¿
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2�\RX�ZKR�KDYH�IDLWK��3UHVFULEHG�IRU�
\RX�LV�IDVWLQJ�DV�LW�ZDV�SUHVFULEHG�IRU�

WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUH�EHIRUH�\RX��VR�WKDW�\RX�
PD\�EH�*RG�ZDU\������������

7KDW�PHDQV�IDVWLQJ�KHOSV�XV�WR�LQFUHDVH�
our taqwa��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��LI�DIWHU�

5DPDGKDQ�ZH�DUH�QRW�PRUH�*RG�ZDU\�
WKDQ�EHIRUH��RXU�IDVW�KDV�QRW�JLYHQ 

�XV�LWV�IXOO�UHVXOW�



5

1

2

KEY POINTSKEY POINTS
,PDP�=D\Q�DO�$ELGLQ��D��KDV�
WDXJKW�XV�D�ORW�DERXW�,VODP�
WKURXJK�KLV�du‘as��ZKLFK�
have been compiled in  
As-Sahifat As-Sajjadiyyah.

7KH�PRQWK�RI�5DPDGKDQ�LV�
WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�PRQWK�
RI�WKH�\HDU��DQG�WUXH�IDVWLQJ�
PHDQV�NHHSLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�
HQWLUHO\�DZD\�IURP�DFWLRQV�
GLVOLNHG�E\�$OODK�

5DPDGKDQ�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�WDNH�FDUH�RI�RXU�salah 
DQG�WR�SUD\�ZLWK�KXPEOHQHVV�

,W�LV�DOVR�D�JRRG�FKDQFH�WR�EH�JRRG�
WR�RXU�UHODWLYHV��QHLJKERXUV��DQG�
WKH�QHHG\��DQG�WR�PHQG�RXU�EURNHQ�
UHODWLRQVKLSV�

7KH�PRQWK�RI�5DPDGKDQ�LV�DQ�
LPSRUWDQW�WLPH�WR�DVN�$OODK�IRU�
IRUJLYHQHVV�DQG�WR�SURPLVH�+LP�QRW�
WR�UHSHDW�RXU�EDG�DFWLRQV�

3

4

5
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/LVW�WZR�WKLQJV�WKDW�PDNH�WKH�PRQWK�RI�
5DPDGKDQ�VSHFLDO�

)LOO�LQ�WKH�WDEOH�EHORZ�ZLWK�UHJDUGV�WR�KRZ�\RX�ZLOO�
XVH�\RXU�ERG\�SDUWV�LQ�WKH�ZD\�RI�$OODK�

/LVW�WKUHH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�FDQ�JLYH�LPSRUWDQFH�
to salah�

,Q�WKH�FKDUW�EHORZ��GUDZ�RU�ZULWH�DERXW�DFWLRQV�
\RX�ZLOO�GR�WR�EULQJ�KDSSLQHVV�WR�WKH�SHRSOH�
PHQWLRQHG�LQ�.H\�3RLQW����8VH�RQH�TXDUWHU�IRU�
HDFK�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�PHQWLRQHG�

,Q�WKH�HUDVHU�EHORZ��ZULWH�GRZQ�WZR�WKLQJV�WKDW�
\RX�ZLOO�GR�LQ�WKLV�PRQWK�WR�VKRZ�\RXU�GHGLFDWLRQ�
WR�$OODK�VR�WKDW�+H�ZLOO�HUDVH�\RXU�VLQV�

Part of the body I will not use it to ... I will use it to ...

+DQGV +LW�P\�\RXQJHU�VLVWHU +HOS�P\�PRP



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MODULE 6E    LESSON 09
BEING A GUEST OF ALLAH 

IN THE MONTH OF RAMADHAN

Learn ing  Ob j e ct i v e sLearn ing  Ob j e ct i v e s
To illustrate the role of the month of Ramadhan in 
gaining proximity to Allah

To highlight important points from the sermon 
that Rasulullah (s) made welcoming the month of 
Ramadhan

To elaborate on the ways to get closer to Allah, 
like reading the Qur’an, making du‘a, asking for 
forgiveness, and helping others 

The month of Ramadhan is one in which the Qur’an was sent down as guidance to humans,
with clear proofs of guidance and the Criterion. So let those of you who witness it, fast.

Surat al-Baqarah, 2:185

R:¸ĒùóSRò�K MÌ Qû� QH) TÎ Qí
T
ò.� RúāRȯ� PF RÏø

Q
*�L RÍ

Ēò.� PH¸ PÛ Pɏ P8� QÎ Tü PÔ
Qú Tö QØPā

T
óPé� PÎ Tü ĒÕɎ.� Qô QȲù Rõ� PÌ Rü

PÔ�÷ Pö Pȯ� RH
P̧ì TÎ Qê

T
ò.� PJ�K dÌ Qü

T
Ɏ.� P÷ SRõ� O1 P̧ùS RɄPº� PJ

Istighfar 
seeking forgiveness from Allah
Iftar
this refers to the food eaten 
when breaking one’s fast

Key  WordsKey  Words
8¸ Pê TçR¿ TÑR.

8¸ PÞTȯR.

In the name of Allah, 
most Kind, most Merciful

� RôTā RÇĒÎɎ.� R÷
dö TÇĒÎɎ.�R̄ .�ė
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This is an invitation from the King of Kings
Who has complete control
Over the whole universe

All believers are invited to be
The guests of Allah

In the holy month of Ramadhan

Allah invites them to a divine feast
And gives them good news of
His blessings and forgiveness

He has invited you to remember Him,
So that He remembers you

To ask from Him, so that He may grant you

Accepting His invitation
Imagine that the President of your country invited you to have a 
meal with him. How would you feel? Would you go? The month of 
Ramadhan is Allah’s special invitation to us to His divine banquet. 
He is the ultimate King of this world, and when we realize this, we 
will immediately jump at His invitation. As believers, our ultimate 
goal is to become closer to Allah. We hope and pray to be 
showered with blessings from Allah. In the month of Ramadhan, 
Allah has offered a grand invitation to all of us, and it is up to 
us to accept it or not. Once, Rasulullah (s) gave a sermon to 
welcome the month of Ramadhan, and in it, he mentions various 
beautiful points about the special month. Throughout this lesson, 
we will look at parts of this sermon and learn about some of the 
ZD\V�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�EHQHÀW�IURP�EHLQJ�WKH�JXHVW�RI�$OODK�LQ�WKH�
month of Ramadhan.

An Open Invitation
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A chance to become close to Allah
Allah loves His creation, especially those who dedicate their 
lives to Him. He takes care of our needs more than anyone 
else, and always wants what is best for us. One day, Rasulullah 
(s) was walking with his companions when they saw a mother 
bird feeding her babies worms. She was doing it with such 
tenderness and care, so much so that they were all amazed at 
her love. Seeing this, Rasulullah (s) smiled and said, ‘Are you 
surprised at the love that this mother has for her children? Let 
me inform you that Allah loves His creation seventy times more 
than this mother.’

Allah loves all of us and wants us to be close to Him. 
Unfortunately, sometimes we become distracted and forget 
Him. In the month of Ramadhan, we recite Dua al-Iftitah. In 
this du‘a, we read:

PîTù Pȭ�
ĕ

ȟ PJ
Q
²Pé� RȕTý Qã TÌP¾� PîĒøR,�

ĕȒP8� P̧Ā
PîT PǾR,� QÙĒçP»PȩP¸Pé� Ē

P
ƥR,� Q¹Ē» PÈP¿Pȩ� PJ

PîTù Rõ� QñP» TȰP.� PĉPé� ĒƥR,� Q6
Ē6PýP¿Pȩ� PJ

� PîTāPó Pã� PF ēý PÞPǻ.� P Rƥ� ĒH
P
² Pï

‘My Lord, You call me and I turn away from You,
You show affection to me and I show hatred towards You,

You display Your love for me and I do not accept it from You, 
as though I am above You.’

Allah does not need our love or worship, and it is only to 
RXU�EHQHÀW�WR�EHFRPH�FORVH�WR�+LP��:KHQ�ZH�ORYH�
and obey Him, our hearts will be at ease and 
peace, and we will be successful in this 
world and the next.

The month of Ramadhan is a chance for 
us to become closer to Him through the 
recitation of the Qur’an, speaking with 
Him through du‘as, asking for forgiveness 
from Him, and showing compassion to His 
creations.

“On the last Friday of Sha‘ban Rasulullah 
(s) addressed people with a sermon 

welcoming Ramadhan. He said,
 “O People! Indeed, the month of Allah 
is heading towards you with blessings, 
mercy and forgiveness. It is the best of 
months in the eyes of God, its days are 
the best of days, its nights are the best 
of nights and its hours are the best of 

hours.”
“It is a month in which you are invited 

to be the guests of Allah and are placed 
amongst those honoured by Allah.”

“Your breaths in this month are 
regarded as tasbih; your sleep is 

regarded as worship; your deeds are 
accepted and your supplications are 

answered.”

“
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The Qur’an was revealed in the month of Ramadhan, and the 
peak season for the recitation of the Qur’an is this month. 
Allah has encouraged us to read the Qur’an in this month and 
in Rasulullah’s (s) sermon, he said, ‘Whoever recites a verse 
from the Qur’an in the month of Ramadhan will receive a 
similar reward as the one who recites the entire Qur’an in other 
months.’ In this month, our rewards are multiplied. 

When reciting the Qur’an, it is important to: 

 8QGHUVWDQG�DQG�UHÁHFW�RQ�LWV�UHPLQGHUV� It is important 
to try to read the Qur’an with its translation so that we 
can understand the message that Allah is trying to give 
all of us. If possible, memorize it, and make sure to 
UHÁHFW�RQ�LWV�OHVVRQV�DQG�UHPLQGHUV�

 Interact with it: When we come across an ayah that 
speaks of paradise, we should pray that we will go to 
paradise. When we read an ayah on the punishment, 
we should ask Allah for protection from it, and make a 
ÀUP�LQWHQWLRQ�WR�VWD\�DZD\�IURP�GHHGV�WKDW�ZDUUDQW�+LV�
punishment. When we read the ayat on the blessings 
of Allah, we should appreciate that He is the Creator 
and the Provider, and thank Him for the numerous 
blessings.

The Qur’an is Allah’s conversation with us. Through the 
Qur’an, Allah is telling us what we need to know, and 
speaking to us directly. When you read the Qur’an, think 
about the fact that these are Allah’s exact words, written to 
You! 

Reading and understanding the Qur’an

“ “Rasulullah (s) has said:

‘Everything has a time for blossoming 
[a spring] and the spring of the Qur’an 

is the month of Ramadhan.’

In the month of Ramadhan, if 
Imam Zayn al-Abidin’s (a) servants 

made a mistake, he wouldn’t tell 
them anything, but would record 

them in a book. On the last night of 
Ramadhan, he would call them, and 

remind them of their mistakes. Then, he 
would forgive them and ask them to pray 

to Allah to forgive him just as he had 
forgiven them! This was a practical 

demonstration to remind them that their 
deeds were being recorded by Allah for 

which they would be answerable for, and  
to teach them to forgive those under 

them. If we want Allah to forgive us for 
our mistakes, we should also be  
ready to forgive others for theirs. 

1

2
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Allah is Perfect and Independent and does not need anyone or 
anything. On the other hand, we are dependent on Allah and 
need Allah’s blessings to be successful in this world and the next. 
Out of His mercy and love, Allah has ordered us to ask from Him 
and He has promised us an answer.

Conversing with Him

Du‘a means to call, and is the act of calling to Allah, talking with 
Him, and asking Him for anything and everything. It creates 
humbleness in us as we realize that we are helpless without 
Allah’s blessings and favours. The most important point of du‘a 
is to become closer to Allah. The month of Ramadhan is one of 
the best opportunities to recite du‘as that have been taught to us 
by the Ahlul Bayt (a), and to create our own personal du‘as and 
conversations with Allah. Make sure that if you are reciting the 
du‘a in Arabic, you read the translation so that you understand 
what you are saying!

Faith in ActionFaith in Action
Ramadhan is a spiritual journey for the believer where we 
travel to become closer to Allah. Like any journey, we need to 
be prepared and to bring certain necessities with us. 
Do you have the following items ready for Ramadhan?

Enthusiasm and a positive attitude
A Qur’an 
A determination to avoid sins
A desire to help others

N¹ɋ RÎ
Pì� S

RŚR´
Pé� S

Rũ Pã�LR6 P̧» Rã� PîP Ɏ
P
² PÑ�.P7R,� PJ��

RH PȀP6�.P7R,� R@. Ēȅ.�P0 Pý TãP6� Q¹ā RÄ
Q
*�

� PHJ QÌ QÔTÎPĀ� Tô QüĒó PäPò� Rŗ�.ýQù Rõ T³Q TǾ PJ� Rƥ�.ýQ»ā RÅP¿ TÒPɄ
T
óPé

Surat al-Baqarah, 2:186

When My servants ask you about Me, I am indeed nearmost.
I answer the supplicant’s call when he calls Me.

So let them respond to Me, and let them have faith in Me,  
so that they may fare rightly.
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Making up for past mistakes

Empathising with others

Celebrating Eid al-Fitr

Allah always wants us to be close to Him. He has created us, 
taken care of us, and given us whatever it is that is necessary to 
become close to Him. He has commanded us to do what helps 
us, and forbidden us from what harms us. However, sometimes, 
we do not reciprocate this love and we forget our Lord, or are 
tempted by our desires. When we disobey Allah, we move away 
from Him. In order to become closer to Him once again, we need 
to ask Him for forgiveness. Seeking forgiveness from Allah is 
called istighfar.

7KH�PRQWK�RI�5DPDGKDQ�LV�D�JUHDW�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�XV�WR�UHÁHFW�RQ�
our mistakes and sins and ask Allah for forgiveness. This is the 
best month to purify our souls, and it is astonishing if we pass the 
month without our sins being forgiven! In his sermon, Rasulullah 
(s) has said, ‘O People! Indeed, your souls are hostage to your 
deeds, free it with istighfar!’ Seeking forgiveness from Allah and 
turning to Him are steps that we can take to free ourselves from 
the consequences of our misdeeds and thereby go closer to 
Allah.

The month of Ramadhan teaches us how it feels to be hungry 
and thirsty. This helps build empathy in our hearts for those who 
are poor and needy. The month of Ramadhan is also a special 
time where we are encouraged to give charity to purify our souls. 
In his sermon, Rasulullah (s) said, ‘Give charity to the needy and 
the poor’.

Apart from helping the poor, we should also have empathy for 
and show kindness to those around us. We should help others 
like our parents, grandparents, siblings and friends. In his 
sermon, Rasulullah (s) also said, ‘Whoever lightens the work of 
his workers [or anyone] in this month, Allah will make easy their 
accounting on the day of Judgment’.

At the end of the month, Allah has given us a special opportunity 
to celebrate, called Eid al-Fitr. We are thankful to Allah for having 
given us the opportunity to be His guest and to become closer to 
Him. Further, we are happy that He has given us the strength to 
fast, pray, ask for His forgiveness, recite du‘a, and show kindness 
to His creations. This is what we are celebrating on the day of Eid!
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1

2

KEY POINTSKEY POINTS
The month of Ramadhan 
is an opportunity for us to 
be guests of Allah and to 
become closer to Him.

Allah wants us to be close to 
Him, but sometimes we do 
not show Him the same love.

Rasulullah (s) gave a sermon before 
the month of Ramadhan, in which 
he teaches us many things about 
the month and what to do in it.

The Qur’an is Allah’s conversation 
and words to us, and it is important 
to read it, especially in the month of 
Ramadhan, with understanding and 
UHÁHFWLRQ�

Fasting, charity, and du‘a are all 
ways we can become closer to Allah.

3

4

5

NOTES

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

                        

“ “Imam as-Sajjad (a) has said, 

‘This night (the night of Eid) is 
no less than the night of Qadr!’
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/LVW�WZR�ZD\V�\RX�FDQ�EHQHÀW�IURP�WKH�4XU·DQ�

Write a paragraph describing how du‘a helps you 
become closer to Allah?

What is istighfar? Why do we need to do 
istighfar?

List three ways you can help others in the month 
of Ramadhan.

Make an itinerary for your spiritual journey to 
Allah in the month of Ramadhan. Include your 
destination, options to get there, items required, 
number of days of travel, activities, and as much 
information as possible from the lesson. Be 
creative! 



MODULE 6E    LESSON 10
MISSING FASTS IN THE 
MONTH OF RAMADHAN

Learn ing  Ob j e ct i v e sLearn ing  Ob j e ct i v e s
To identify the valid reasons that excuse someone from fasting in the 
month of Ramadhan

To highlight the rules for all missed fasts, for valid or invalid reasons, 
and to understand the three terms: qadha, ÀG\DK, and kaffarah

To elaborate on Allah’s Mercy and Compassion in relation to these rules

In the name of Allah, most Kind, most Merciful

� RôTā RÇĒÎɎ.� R÷
dö TÇĒÎɎ.�R̄ .�ė

[Fasts] for a certain number of days. But should any of you be sick or on a journey,
>PDNH�XS�IRU�LW@�D�>VLPLODU@�QXPEHU�RI�RWKHU�GD\V��7KRVH�ZKR�ÀQG�LW�GLIÀFXOW�VKDOO�EH�OLDEOH

to atonement by feeding a needy person. Should anyone do good of his own accord,
that is better for him, and to fast is better for you, should you know.

Surat al-Baqarah, 2:184

OÎ
Pê PÑ�þdó Pã� TJ

P
*�¸ MÛɋ RÎ

Ēõ�ô QȲù Rõ� PH¸ Pï�÷ Pö Pȯ� O1.P6J QÌTä Ēõ�¸ Mõ Ȩ̄Ā
P
Ɇ��

QúPø Tý QíTā RÞQĀ� P÷Ā RÍ
Ēò.�þPó Pã� PJ� PÎ PÊ

Q
*� OG Ȩ̄Ā

P
Ɇ� T÷ SRõ�N0 ĒÌ RäPé��

. MÎTā PÊ� P@Ēý PÞPȩ�÷ Pö Pȯ� O÷
Tā Rð TÒ Rɏ�QG¸ Pä PÝ� N¼PĀ TÌRé��

PH Tý QöPó TäPȩ� TôQ¿Tù Qï�HR,� Tô QȲĒò� NÎTā PÊ�.ý Qɏ Tý QØP¾�H
P
*� PJ� QúĒò� NÎTā PÊ� Pý Qü Pȯ

Key  WordsKey  Words
Qadha
a missed wajib fast that must be made up 
later, like the missed fasts of Ramadhan
)LG\DK
a payment of ¾ kg of food to the poor to 
compensate for every missed fast
Kaffarah
D�ÀQH�SHQDOW\�IRU�PLVVLQJ�D�IDVW�ZLWKRXW�D�
valid reason

(¸ PÛPì

¼PĀ TÌRé

0 P8¸ Ēê Pï
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Allah has made fasting wajib in the month of Ramadhan for our 
RZQ�VSLULWXDO�EHQHÀW��+RZHYHU��+H�GRHV�QRW�EXUGHQ�DQ\RQH�ZLWK�
PRUH�WKDQ�WKH\�FDQ�KDQGOH��DQG�RXW�RI�+LV�0HUF\��VRPH�SHRSOH�
have been excused from fasting.

Some of those who may be excused under certain circumstances 
include those who are:

 Sick 

� (OGHUO\��ZKR�FDQQRW�IDVW�RU�ÀQG�LW�H[FHVVLYHO\�GLIÀFXOW�WR�
fast

 Pregnant women 
 Nursing mothers
 Travellers

In this lesson, we will learn some of the detailed rules for those 
who miss wajib fasts during the month of Ramadhan.

1

2

3
4
5

Vocabulary
Before we begin, we need to understand three key terms:

Qadha: This refers to a missed fast that must be made up. 

Fidyah: This is a type of compensation, where someone 
gives the value of ¾ kg of food to a poor Shi‘a ithna ashari.

Kaffarah:�7KLV�LV�D�W\SH�RI�ÀQH�RU�SHQDOW\�IRU�DQ�
intentionally missed fast. The penalty for each missed fast 
is to fast for 60 days or to feed 60 poor Shi‘a ithna ashari.

1

2

3

Sick
 Someone fasting who is sick will need to honestly determine 

if fasting will cause them harm. One is only excused from 
fasting if they truly believe that fasting will be harmful to them.

 If a person is sick and cannot fast in the month of Ramadhan, 
then they must make up the qadha fasts before the next 
month of Ramadhan in the following year. If they do not do so 
(intentionally or unintentionally), then they must make up the 
qadha and also give ÀG\DK for each missed fast.

 If someone is sick and their illness continues until the 
Ramadhan of the following year, such that they are unable to 
make up their missed fasts, they do not need to make up the 
qadha, but will need to give ÀG\DK for each fast missed.

1

2

3
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Faith in ActionFaith in Action
Be merciful and compassionate with 

others, in the same way that Allah 
is compassionate and merciful with 
all of us. When we look at the rules 
above, we can see that Allah is very 
lenient and considerate with those 
ZKR�DUH�LQ�GLIÀFXOW\��2XW�RI�+LV�0HUF\�
DQG�&RPSDVVLRQ��+H�GRHV�QRW�ZLVK�
excessive burden on anybody. We 
can also try our best to adopt this 
beautiful quality in our lives with 

those around us. If we see someone 
struggling to do something, let’s help 
them out. Even if they aren’t, let’s try 
to be helpful individuals. This could 

include small things like opening the 
door for someone elderly, or helping 

someone who has fallen on the 
playground. What other examples 
can you think of where you can be 

compassionate and merciful to 
others? 

Rasulullah (s) has said: ‘Those who 
are merciful will be shown mercy by 

the Most Merciful. Be merciful to 
those on the earth and the One in the 

heavens will have mercy upon you.’

 If someone is unable to fast due to old age, they are excused 
from fasting, and there is no qadha or ÀG\DK.

          ,I�VRPHRQH�ÀQGV�LW�GLIÀFXOW�WR�IDVW�GXH�WR�ROG�DJH��WKHQ�WKH\�DUH�
excused, but must pay ÀG\DK for each fast missed.

 If an elderly person does not fast in the month of Ramadhan, but 
after the month of Ramadhan passes, they become able to fast, 
then the recommended precaution is that they make up the qadha.

Elderly
1

2

3

 Fasting is not obligatory on a pregnant woman approaching 
the time of delivery if it is harmful for her or her unborn child.

 Such a woman must give ÀG\DK for each missed fast, 
and she must also make up the qadha for each of them. 
If she does not make up the missed fasts before the 
next Ramadhan or is unable to do so (intentionally or 
unintentionally), she must give an additional ÀG\DK for each 
fast not made up as well as making them up when she can.

Pregnant woman

1

2

Nursing woman

 If fasting is harmful for a woman who is breast-feeding, or to the 
baby that she is feeding, then it is not obligatory for her to fast.

 She must give ÀG\DK for each missed fast and she must make 
up the qadha fasts. If she does not make up the missed fasts 
before the next Ramadhan or is unable to do so (intentionally or 
unintentionally), she must give an additional ÀG\DK for each fast 
not made up as well as making them up when she can.

       Based on obligatory precaution, she is only excused from fasting 
if nursing is the only way to feed the child. As such, if the child 
can be fed in an alternative way, like drinking milk from a bottle, 
then she is not excused and must fast, according to obligatory 
precaution.

1

2

3
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Travellers
Travellers are not permitted to fast if they are traveling 
somewhere distant from their hometown for less than ten 
GD\V��+RZHYHU�� IDVWLQJ�ZLOO� VWLOO�EH�wajib on them if they are 
staying in that place for ten days or more.

If they begin their journey before dhuhr prayers, their fast is 
LQYDOLG��+RZHYHU��WKH\�VKRXOG�EHJLQ�IDVWLQJ�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�DQG�
break their fast only after they have left the city’s boundaries. 

If they begin their journey after dhuhr, they must complete their 
fast for that day, and it remains valid.

If traveling is part of their work, then they are not excused from 
fasting even if they travel for less than 10 days. For example, 
an airplane pilot or train conductor would need to fast. 

Travellers must make up their qadha fasts before the next 
month of Ramadhan. If they do not or are unable to do so 
(intentionally or unintentionally), they must give ÀG\DK for each 
missed fast as well as making up the fasts when they can.

Based on the rules above, someone could eat an 
entire meal by mistake and their fast would remain 
YDOLG��+RZHYHU��LI�VRPHRQH�ZHUH�WR�GULQN�HYHQ�D�

drop of water intentionally, without a valid excuse, 
their fast would be invalid, and they would have 
to do the qadha fast, and give kaffarah. Kaffarah 

is a large penalty. When someone does something 
unintentionally or by accident, Allah doesn’t mind because 
WKH\�DUH�QRW�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�WU\LQJ�WR�GLVREH\�+LP��+RZHYHU��ZKHQ�
someone breaks their fast intentionally without a valid excuse, 
they are defying Allah’s command by taking it lightly. Shaytan 
did this when he knew what Allah’s command was, but still 

decided not to do sajdah�WR�1DEL�$GDP��+H�SUHIHUUHG�KLV�RZQ�
opinion, thinking that he was better than Nabi Adam, instead 

of obeying Allah’s commands which are always full of 
wisdom; this led to his downfall. All of these laws test 
our obedience and submission to Our Creator, whom 

ZH�WUXVW��DQG�NQRZ�WKDW�+H�LV�DOO�:LVH�

1

2

3

4

5

Important notes

If someone does something that normally breaks 
a fast, but does so unintentionally or by accident, it 
does not break the fast. For example, if someone 
throws up unintentionally, or forgets they are 
fasting and drinks water, but stops as soon as they 
remember that they are fasting, their fast is still valid.

 If a person has qadha fasts to make up but 
doesn’t complete them before the following 
month of Ramadhan, then in addition to 
fasting the qadha, they will also have to give 
ÀG\DK for each fast.

1

2
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Qadha fasts for a 
deceased father
It is LKWL\DW�ZDMLE for the oldest son to perform the 
qadha fasts of his deceased father if he missed 
them with an excuse. 

+RZHYHU��LI�WKH�IDWKHU�KDG�PLVVHG�WKH�IDVWV�RXW�RI�
negligence, then it is not wajib for the oldest son to 
do its qadha. 

In case where it is wajib on the oldest son, then 
he can either perform the fasts himself or hire 
someone else to do them. In this case, it is also 
possible to just pay one mudd per missed day of 
fast on behalf of the deceased; and this can be 
given from the estate if all the heirs agree on it.

1

2

KEY POINTSKEY POINTS
Allah has commanded 
us to fast in the month of 
Ramadhan.

2XW�RI�+LV�0HUF\��$OODK�KDV�
excused certain people with 
valid excuses from fasting.

7KHUH�DUH�VSHFLÀF�UXOHV�
regarding each group of people who 
have been excused

Qadha, ÀG\DK and kaffarah are three 
important terms to remember.

The ultimate goal of Islamic law is to 
bring us closer to Allah. Sometimes this 
LV�GRQH�E\�WHVWLQJ�RXU�REHGLHQFH�WR�+LP��

3

4

5

Missing fasts  
               without an excuse

Not fasting or breaking your fast intentionally 
without a valid reason is a sin, and goes against 
Allah’s commands. If someone does this, then 
they must seek forgiveness from Allah. In addition 
to fasting the qadha, they will also have to pay 
kaffarah for each fast missed. The kaffarah for 
each fast is either fasting for 60 days or feeding 60 
poor people by giving each of them ¾ kg of a staple 
food like wheat, barley, bread, etc.
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Fill in the table below with the appropriate rulings. Note that all scenarios occur in the month of Ramadhan.

Person’s Situation Excused from fasting? Action required

High fever. Fasting is harmful. Yes Qadha fast

Taxi driver who travels long distances 
to other cities.

Student has exams and it’s 
inconvenient to fast.

Pregnant mother who legitimately 
fears for her baby’s health.

Extremely weak 96 year old woman.

Threw up unintentionally while 
IDVWLQJ��EXW�IHHOLQJ�ÀQH�DIWHU�WKDW�

Elderly man feels tired if he fasts.

2 days school trip to another city 
leaving at 2pm [after dhuhr].

Licks an ice cream cone by mistake.

Nursing mother of an 18 month old.

Mild headache.

Feeling lazy to wake up for morning 
meal and fast.

Man dies after 3 days illness when 
he missed fasts.
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MODULE 6F    LESSON 05
THE DAY OF EID

Learn ing  Ob j e ct i v e sLearn ing  Ob j e ct i v e s
7R�LGHQWLI\�WKH�VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI�Eid al-Adha�DQG�
Eid al-Fitr

7R�LOOXVWUDWH�KRZ�WR�SUD\�Salat al-Eid DQG�WHDFK�
VRPH�RI�LWV�UHODWHG�UXOLQJV

7R�HODERUDWH�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�DFWV�RI�ZRUVKLS�WKDW�
DUH�REOLJDWRU\�DQG�UHFRPPHQGHG

1DEL�,VD��WKH�VRQ�RI�0DU\DP�VDLG��´2�$OODK��2XU�/RUG�
6HQG�GRZQ�WR�XV�D�WDEOH�IURP�WKH�VN\�

WR�EH�D�IHVWLYDO�IRU�XV��IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�RQHV�DQG�WKH�ODVW�RQHV�DPRQJ�XV�DQG�DV�D�VLJQ�IURP�<RX�
DQG�SURYLGH�IRU�XV��IRU�<RX�DUH�WKH�EHVW�RI�SURYLGHUV�µ

Surat al-Ma’idah, 5:114
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Eid al-Adha 

Eid al-Fitr 

,Q� WKH� YHUVH�RI� WKH�4XU·DQ�QDUUDWHG�DERYH��1DEL� ,VD·V�SUD\HU�RU�
GXȦD�WR�$OODK�LV�TXRWHG��+H�PDGH�WKLV�SUD\HU�DW�WKH�UHTXHVW�RI�KLV�
GLVFLSOHV��DV� WKH\�ZDQWHG�$OODK� WR�VHQG� WKHP�D�PLUDFXORXV�DQG�
EOHVVHG�WDEOH�RI�IRRG�IURP�WKH�KHDYHQV���,Q�KLV�SUD\HU��KH�VD\V�WKDW�
WKLV�ZRXOG�EH�DQ�eid�IRU�WKHP��D�VSHFLDO�EOHVVLQJ�IURP�$OODK�ZRXOG�
EH�D�FDXVH�RI�KDSSLQHVV��FHOHEUDWLRQ�DQG�IHVWLYLW\�IRU�WKHP��7KLV�LV�
KRZ�WKH�ZRUG�eid�LV�XVHG�LQ�WKH�4XU·DQ��7KH�ZRUG�eid�LV�DOVR�XVHG�
WR�GHVFULEH�WZR�GD\V�RI�D�VSHFLDO�FHOHEUDWLRQ�IRU�DOO�0XVOLPV��Eid 
al-Adha�DQG�Eid al-Fitr��2Q�WKHVH�WZR�GD\V��ZH�WRR��UHFHLYH�VSHFLDO�
EOHVVLQJV�IURP�$OODK�WKDW�DUH�D�FDXVH�IRU�FHOHEUDWLRQ��

Eid al-Adha�LV�FHOHEUDWHG�DQQXDOO\�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�WKH�PRQWK�RI�'KX�
DO�+LMMDK��/LWHUDOO\��Eid al-Adha�PHDQV�WKH�IHVWLYDO�RI�WKH�VDFULÀFH��
7KH�QDPH�UHIHUV�WKH�ZLOOLQJQHVV�RI�1DEL�,EUDKLP�DQG�1DEL�,VPD·LO�
WR� VXEPLW� WKHPVHOYHV� WR� WKH� FRPPDQG� RI� $OODK�� $OODK� QDUUDWHV�
WKLV� VWRU\� LQ� WKH� 4XU·DQ�� DQG� GLVFXVVHV� WKH� ZLOOLQJQHVV� RI� ERWK�
1DEL� ,EUDKLP�DQG�1DEL� ,VPD·LO� LQ�VXEPLWWLQJ� WR�+LP��:KHQ�1DEL�
,EUDKLP�ZDV�DERXW�WR�VDFULÀFH�KLV�VRQ��$OODK�OHW�KLP�NQRZ�WKDW�+H�
KDG�DFFHSWHG�+LV�VDFULÀFH��DQG�D�UDP�DSSHDUHG�LQ�1DEL�,VPD·LO·V�
SODFH��7KLV�Eid�FHOHEUDWHV�1DEL�,EUDKLP·V�VXEPLVVLRQ�WR�$OODK��DQG�
LW�LV�DOVR�FRPPHPRUDWHG�LQ�WKH�DQQXDO�hajj�SLOJULPDJH��$OO�0XVOLPV�
ZKR�SHUIRUP�WKH�hajj��PXVW�DOVR�VDFULÀFH�DQ�DQLPDO��UHFDOOLQJ�WKH�
VDFULÀFH�RI�1DEL�,EUDKLP��$V�VXFK��WKLV�Eid�LV�DOVR�FHOHEUDWLQJ�WKH�
IDFW�WKDW�0XVOLPV�IURP�DFURVV�WKH�JOREH�KDYH�JDWKHUHG�WRJHWKHU�
LQ�VXEPLVVLRQ� WR� WKHLU�/RUG�� LQ� WKH�VDPH�ZD\� WKDW�1DEL� ,EUDKLP�
DQG�1DEL�,VPD·LO�GLG��,Q�IDFW��PDQ\�RI�WKH�ULWXDOV�RI�hajj�UHFDOO�WKH�
HYHQWV�WKDW�WRRN�SODFH�LQ�1DEL� ,EUDKLP·V� OLIH��$EUDKDP�LV�NQRZQ�
DV�WKH�IDWKHU�RI�PRQRWKHLVP�VLQFH�KH�GHGLFDWHG�KLV�HQWLUH�OLIH�WR�
$OODK�DQG�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�WKH�WKUHH�PRQRWKHLVWLF�
UHOLJLRQV�� -XGDLVP��&KULVWLDQLW\�� DQG� ,VODP�� 7KHVH� WKUHH� UHOLJLRQV�
DUH�DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�IDLWKV��

Eid al-Fitr�LV�FHOHEUDWHG�DQQXDOO\�RQ�WKH�ÀUVW�GD\�RI�WKH�PRQWK�RI�
6KDZZDO�� /LWHUDOO\�� LW�PHDQV� WKH� IHVWLYDO� RI� EUHDNLQJ� WKH� IDVW� RI�
5DPDGKDQ��,Q�$UDELF��futur�DOVR�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�EUHDNIDVW�WKDW�ZH�HDW�
LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ��DV�ZH�DUH�EUHDNLQJ�WKH�IDVW�RI�QRW�HDWLQJ�WKURXJKRXW�
WKH�QLJKW��Eid al-Fitr�LV�D�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�HQGLQJ�WKH�IDVWLQJ�SHULRG�RI�
WKH�PRQWK�RI�5DPDGKDQ��ZKHUH�ZH�DUH�JUDWHIXO�DQG�WKDQNIXO�WR�
$OODK�IRU�JUDQWLQJ�XV�WKH�ZLOO�DQG�VWUHQJWK�WR�REH\�+LP�WKURXJKRXW�
WKH�PRQWK��+RSHIXOO\��LW�LV�DOVR�D�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�DQG�
SUR[LPLW\�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�JDLQHG�LQ�WKH�PRVW�VSLULWXDO�PRQWK�RI�WKH�
\HDU��$OWKRXJK�ZH�DUH�VDG�WKDW�WKH�VSLULWXDO�VHDVRQ��DQG�WKH�KRO\�
PRQWKV�RI�5DMDE��6KDȦEDQ��DQG�5DPDGKDQ�DUH�RYHU��ZH�DUH�KDSS\�
IRU�ZKDW�ZH�KDYH�JDLQHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�PRQWKV��
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Celebrating Eid
$V�Eid�LV�D�VSHFLDO�FHOHEUDWLRQ�ZKHUH�ZH�WKDQN�$OODK�IRU�WKH�
EOHVVLQJV�WKDW�+H�KDV�JUDQWHG�XV��WKHUH�DUH�D�IHZ�ZD\V�WKDW�
ZH�FDQ�FHOHEUDWH��Eid�LV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�WKDQN�$OODK�DQG�WR�
UHPHPEHU�+LV�FRXQWOHVV�EOHVVLQJV��$�PDMRU�FRPSRQHQW�RI�ERWK�
of the Eids [Eid al-Adha�DQG�Eid al-Fitr@�LV�WKDW�ZH�UHPHPEHU�$OODK�
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�GD\��SUDLVLQJ��DQG�WKDQNLQJ�+LP��7KH�GD\V�RI�Eid 
EHJLQ�ZLWK�WKH�UHFLWDWLRQ�RI�D�VSHFLDO�SUD\HU��FDOOHG�Salat al-Eid, 
the WLPH�IRU�ZKLFK�LV IURP�VXQULVH��WKRXJK�LW�LV�UHFRPPHQGHG�WR�
EH�SUD\HG�DIWHU�VXQULVH��WR�WKH�WLPH�RI�dhuhr�SUD\HUV�RQ�WKH�GD\�RI�
(LG��+HUH�LV�WKH�PHWKRG�RI�SUD\LQJ�WKLV�salah�DQG�D�IHZ�UXOLQJV��

7KLV�SUD\HU�LV�mustahabb��ZKLFK�PHDQV�WKDW�LW�LV�KLJKO\�
UHFRPPHQGHG��,W�LV�QRW�wajib�>REOLJDWRU\@�ZKLOH�RXU�,PDP�
is in ghaybah�>LQ�RFFXOWDWLRQ�KLGLQJ@��)XUWKHUPRUH��\RX�
FDQ�UHFLWH�WKLV�SUD\HU�RQ�\RXU�RZQ�>furada] or together in 
FRQJUHJDWLRQ�>MDPDȦDK]

,W�FRQVLVWV�RI�WZR�UDNȦDK�DQG�LW�LV�UHFRPPHQGHG�WR�UHFLWH�
Surat al-A’la��&KDSWHU�����LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�UDNȦDK�DQG�Surat  
ash-Shams��&KDSWHU�����LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�UDNȦDK�DIWHU�Surat 
al-Fatiha��&KDSWHU����

,W�LV�FRPPRQO\�UHFRPPHQGHG�WR�UHFLWH�ÀYH�takbirs�EHIRUH�
UXNXȦ�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�UDNȦDK�DQG�IRXU�takbirs�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�
UDNȦDK��ZLWK�qunut�DIWHU�WKH�takbirs����VR�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�ÀYH�
qunut�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�UDNȦDK�DQG�IRXU�qunut�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�UDNȦDK��

+RZHYHU��LQ�WKH�YLHZV�RI�$\DWXOODK�6LVWDQL��EDVHG�RQ� 
ihtiyat al-wajib��LW�LV�UHFRPPHQGHG�WR�GR�qunut�EHWZHHQ� 
the takbirs���VR�WKHUH�ZLOO�IRXU�qunut�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�UDNȦDK  
DQG�WKUHH�qunut�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�UDNȦDK��6LQFH�WKLV�LV�
EDVHG�RQ�ihtiyat al-wajib��\RX�FDQ�UHIHU�RQ�WKLV�UXOLQJ� 
WR�DQRWKHU�PDUMDȦ�RI�WKH�VDPH�OHYHO�DQG�GR�WKH�
qunut�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�FRPPRQ�PHWKRG�

/LNH�WKH�)ULGD\�SUD\HUV��WKH�,PDP�UHFLWHV�WZR�
sermons [khutbahs] in this salah��KRZHYHU��XQOLNH� 
-XPXȦDK��WKH�VHUPRQV�DUH�GHOLYHUHG�DIWHU�WKH� 
Eid�SUD\HU��7KLV�RQO\�WDNHV�SODFH�LI�WKH�SUD\HU�LV�
UHFLWHG�WRJHWKHU�LQ�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�>jama’ah@�

7KHUH�LV�DOVR�D�VSHFLDO�takbir�WKDW�LV�UHFRPPHQGHG�WR�UHFLWH�RQ�
Eid�GD\��,W�LV�UHFLWHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�GD\�DQG�DIWHU�WKH�REOLJDWRU\�
SUD\HUV��<RX�FDQ�ORRN�LQ�WKH�GXȦD�ERRNV�WR�ÀQG�WKLV�VSHFLDO�takbir��

)XUWKHUPRUH��LW�LV�QDUUDWHG�WKDW�5DVXOXOODK��V��ZRXOG�JR�RXW�LQ�WKH�
VWUHHWV�RQ�WKHVH�WZR�GD\V�RI�Eid��FKDQWLQJ�‘La ilaha illallah’�ZKLFK�
PHDQV�¶7KHUH�LV�QR�JRG�EXW�$OODK·�DQG�‘Allahu Akbar’�ZKLFK�PHDQV�
¶$OODK�LV�*UHDWHU·�LQ��D�ORXG�YRLFH�
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7KH�HLJKWK�,PDP��,PDP�$OL�DU�5LGKD��D��ZDV�IRUFHG�WR�EH�WKH�FURZQ�
SULQFH�XQGHU�WKH�FDOLSKDWH�RI�0D·PXQ�DU�5DVKLG��$V�VXFK��KH�ZDV�
IRUFHG�WR�PRYH�DQG� OLYH� LQ� ,UDQ��DZD\�IURP�WKH�KRO\�FLW\�RI� WKH�
$KOXO�%D\W��D��ZKLFK�ZDV�LQ�0HGLQD��,PDP��D��ZDV�LQ�0DUY�ZKHQ�
WKH�GD\�RI�Eid al-Fitr�RFFXUUHG��DQG�0D·PXQ�DVNHG�WKH�,PDP�WR�
OHDG�salat al-Eid��EXW�WKH�,PDP�UHIXVHG�DQG�WULHG�WR�GHFOLQH�WKH�
RIIHU��$V�0D·PXQ� LQVLVWHG�VWURQJO\�� WKH� ,PDP�ÀQDOO\�DJUHHG�RQ�
WKH� FRQGLWLRQ� WKDW� KH�ZRXOG� OHDG� WKH� SUD\HU� LQ� WKH� VDPH�ZD\�
WKDW�5DVXOXOODK��V��DQG�,PDP�$OL��D��XVHG�WR�OHDG�WKHP���0D·PXQ�
DJUHHG�WR�WKLV�DQG�WROG�WKH�PLQLVWHUV�DQG�PLOLWDU\�FRPPDQGHUV��
DQG�SHRSOH�WR�JR�WR�WKH�GRRU�RI�,PDP�$OL�DU�5LGKD��D��HDUO\�LQ�WKH�
PRUQLQJ� WR� SUD\��0DQ\�PHQ��ZRPHQ�� DQG� FKLOGUHQ� VDW�ZDLWLQJ�
IRU�KLP�RQ�WKH�VWUHHW�DQG�RQ�WKH�URRIWRSV��:KHQ�WKH�VXQ�URVH�
DQG�WKH�WLPH�IRU�SUD\HUV�FDPH��WKH�,PDP�ZDVKHG�DQG�SXW�RQ�KLV�
FORWKHV��+H�ZRUH�D�ZKLWH�WXUEDQ�PDGH�RI�FRWWRQ��DSSOLHG�VRPH�
SHUIXPH��DQG�WRRN�KLV�VWDII�LQ�KLV�KDQG��+H�WROG�KLV�VHUYDQWV�WR�GR�
DV�KH�GLG��+H�ZDV�EDUHIRRW��DQG�EHJDQ�ZDONLQJ�WRZDUGV�WKH�SODFH�
IRU�SUD\HUV��+H�ZRXOG�ZDON�D�OLWWOH�DQG�WKHQ�VD\�Allahu Akbar out 
ORXG�� DQG� HYHU\RQH�ZRXOG� UHSHDW� DIWHU� KLP��:KHQ� WKH� SHRSOH�
DQG�PLOLWDU\�FRPPDQGHUV�VDZ�KLP�FRPLQJ�LQ�WKLV�PDQQHU��WKH\�
DOVR�GLVPRXQWHG�WKHLU�DQLPDOV��UHPRYHG�WKHLU�VKRHV��DQG�VWDUWHG�
ZDONLQJ�EDUHIRRW�ZLWK�KLP��GRLQJ�ZKDWHYHU�KH�GLG��,W�ZDV�D�VLJKW�WR�
EH�KHOG��2QH�RI�WKH�0XVOLPV�WKHUH�GHVFULEHG�LW�E\�VD\LQJ�WKDW��¶,W�
VHHPHG�WR�XV�WKDW�WKH�VN\�DQG�ZDOOV�ZHUH�DQVZHULQJ�KLP�DQG�WKDW�
0DUY�VKRRN�ZLWK�ZHHSLQJ�DQG�FODPRXU�·�2QH�RI�0D·PXQ·V�DLGHV�
ZDUQHG�KLP�RI�ZKDW�ZDV�KDSSHQLQJ�DQG�DGYLVHG�KLP�WR�DVN�WKH�
,PDP�WR�VWRS�OHDGLQJ�WKH�SUD\HUV��KH�IHDUHG�WKDW�WKH�SHRSOH�ZRXOG�
UHYROW�DJDLQVW�0D·PXQ�DIWHU�WKLV�SUD\HU��0D·PXQ�VHQW�D�PHVVDJH�
WR�WKH�,PDP�WKDW�KH�QR�ORQJHU�KDG�WR�OHDG�WKH�SUD\HUV��VR�WKH�
,PDP�UHWXUQHG�KRPH�ZLWKRXW�OHDGLQJ�WKH�SUD\HUV��,W�LV�VDLG�WKDW�
WKH�SHRSOH�ZHUH� OHIW� LQ�FRQIXVLRQ�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZHUHQ·W�VXUH� LI�
their salat al-Eid KDG�EHHQ�SURSHUO\�SHUIRUPHG�ZLWKRXW�WKH�,PDP��

7KLV�VWRU\�VKRZV�XV�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�5DVXOXOODK��V��DQG�WKH�a’immah 
�D��ZRXOG�UHFLWH�salat al-Eid��DQG�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�WKDW�LW�KDV�WR�EH�D�
SRZHUIXO�SUD\HU�WKDW�EULQJV�XV�FORVHU�WR�$OODK�

Eid in History

HIGHER LEVEL

,Q�As-Sahifah as-Sajjadiyyah��D�GXȦD is 
QDUUDWHG�IURP�RXU�IRXUWK�,PDP��,PDP�
=D\Q�DO�$ELGLQ��D���IRU�WKH�GD\�RI�Eid 

al-Adha�DQG�IRU�)ULGD\V�>ZKLFK�LV�DOVR�
FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�RXU�ZHHNO\�GD\�RI�Eid@��
)LQG�WKH�GXȦD��:KDW�GXȦD�QXPEHU�LV�LW"�
,Q�WKH�GXȦD��,PDP�=D\Q�DO�$ELGLQ��D��DVNV�
$OODK�IRU�D�IHZ�WKLQJV��/LVW�WHQ�RI�WKH�

WKLQJV�WKDW�KH�SUD\V�IRU�

REFLECTION
,Q�6KLȦD�ÀTK�SHUIRUPLQJ�WKH�Eid�SUD\HU�

is wajib�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�,PDP�DO�$VU��D��DQG�
is mustahhab�LQ�KLV�DEVHQFH��7KLV�LV�QRW�WKH�FDVH�
DERXW�RXU�GDLO\�SUD\HUV��:K\�GR�\RX�WKLQN�WKLV�LV�

WKH�FDVH"�
6HHN�KHOS�IURP�WKH�GXȦD�RI�,PDP�=D\Q�DO�$ELGLQ�
�D��IRU�WKH�GD\�RI�Eid al-Adha DQG�IRU�)ULGD\V�WR�

ÀQG�WKH�DQVZHU��
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1

2

KEY POINTSKEY POINTS
The term Eid is used in 
WKH�4XU·DQ�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�
RFFDVLRQ�ZKHUH�D�WDEOH�RI�IRRG�
ZDV�VHQW�IURP�WKH�KHDYHQV�IRU�
1DEL�,VD�DQG�KLV�GLVFLSOHV�

Eid al-Adha��WKH�IHVWLYDO�RI�
WKH�VDFULÀFH��FHOHEUDWHV�WKH�
ZLOOLQJQHVV�RI�1DEL�,EUDKLP�
WR�VXEPLW�WR�WKH�ZLOO�DQG�
FRPPDQG�RI�$OODK�

Eid al-Fitr��WKH�IHVWLYDO�RI�EUHDNLQJ�WKH�IDVW��
FHOHEUDWHV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�
KDG�LQ�IDVWLQJ�DQG�VSLULWXDOO\�JURZLQJ�LQ�WKH�
PRQWK�RI�5DPDGKDQ�

Eid�LV�D�WLPH�WR�UHPHPEHU��SUDLVH��DQG�WKDQN�
$OODK�IRU�DOO�RI�+LV�PDJQLÀFHQW�EOHVVLQJV��

*LYLQJ�FKDULW\��DQG�EXLOGLQJ�ERQGV�ZLWK�
RXU�EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�
FRPSRQHQW�LQ�FHOHEUDWLQJ�Eid�

3

4

5

Faith in ActionFaith in Action
:KHQ�SODQQLQJ�\RXU�QH[W�Eid�FHOHEUDWLRQ��WU\�WR�
IROORZ�WKH�WKUHH�SULQFLSOHV�EHORZ�

'R�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�FRQQHFWV�\RX�WR�$OODK��
UHPHPEHULQJ��SUDLVLQJ�DQG�WKDQNLQJ�+LP��

7KLQN�RI�WKH�ZD\V�\RX�FDQ�VKDUH�WKH�MR\�
of Eid�ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�OHVV�IRUWXQDWH�
WKDQ�\RXUVHOI�

7KLQN�RI�ZD\V�WR�KDYH�VRPH�halal fun 
DQG�HQMR\�\RXUVHOI�E\�VSHQGLQJ�WLPH�ZLWK�
IDPLO\�DQG�IULHQGV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�LW�EHLQJ�
halal��WU\�WR�PDNH�LW�VRPHWKLQJ�XVHIXO�DQG�
VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ZLOO�JDLQ�$OODK·V�SOHDVXUH�

2

$QRWKHU�ZD\�WR�WKDQN�$OODK�IRU�+LV�EOHVVLQJV�LV�WR�VKDUH�RXU�
ZHDOWK��,W�LV�ZDMLE�>REOLJDWRU\@�IRU�WKH�KHDG�RI�WKH�IDPLO\�WR�JLYH�
=DNDW�DO�)LWUDK�RQ�(LG�DO�)LWU��+H��VKH�PXVW�JLYH�URXJKO\�WKUHH�
NLORJUDPV�RI�D�EDVLF�DQG�VWDSOH�IRRG�WR�WKH�SRRU�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�
WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�IRU�HYHU\�GHSHQGHQW�PHPEHU�RI�WKHLU�IDPLO\�
2Q�Eid al-Adha��LW�LV�wajib�RQ�VRPHRQH�ZKR�LV�SHUIRUPLQJ�hajj��
DQG�mustahabb� IRU� HYHU\ERG\� HOVH�� WR� VDFULÀFH� DQ� DQLPDO�
DQG�GLVWULEXWH�LWV�PHDW�WR�WKH�SRRU��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKLV��ZH�DUH�
HQFRXUDJHG� WR�JLYH� FKDULW\�DQG�JLYH�JLIWV� WR�RXU� IDPLO\�DQG�
IULHQGV�

2Q�WKH�GD\�RI�Eid��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�EH�MR\IXO�DQG�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�
RFFDVLRQ�ZLWK�RXU�IDPLO\�DQG�IHOORZ�PXȦPLQLQ��Eid�LV�D�WLPH�WR�
YLVLW�RQH�DQRWKHU��H[FKDQJH�JLIWV��DQG�HDW�WRJHWKHU��*UHHW�RQH�
DQRWKHU�ZLWK�KDSSLQHVV��XVLQJ�WKH�JUHHWLQJV�RI�Eid Mubarak or 
Eid Sa‘id��ZKLFK�PHDQV�WR�KDYH�D�EOHVVHG�RU�KDSS\�Eid���:KHQ�
ZH�SUD\�IRU�RQH�DQRWKHU��ZH�EXLOG�WKH�ERQGV�RI�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�
FXOWLYDWH�D�ORYH�LQ�RXU�KHDUWV�WKDW�XQLWHV�XV��
Eid�LV�DOVR�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�UHPHPEHU�IDPLO\�DQG� 
IULHQGV�ZKR�KDYH�SDVVHG�DZD\��DQG�WR�YLVLW�WKH� 
FHPHWHU\�DQG�SUD\�IRU�WKHLU�VRXOV��

7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�RSSUHVVHG�0XVOLPV�DFURVV�WKH
ZRUOG�ZKR�PD\�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�FHOHEUDWH�LQ�WKH� 
VDPH�ZD\�WKDW�ZH�DUH��DQG�DV�ZH�FHOHEUDWH��ZH 
VKRXOG�DOVR�SUD\�IRU�WKHLU�VDIHW\�DQG�ZHOO�EHLQJ�

Other Acts of Worship on Eid 

1

1

2

3
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1

4

2 3

)LOO�LQ�WKH�WDEOH�EHORZ

%ULHÁ\�H[SODLQ�KRZ�WR�UHFLWH�WKH�Eid�SUD\HUV�DQG�
DQ\�DVVRFLDWHG�UXOLQJV�

3ODQ�D�FRPPXQLW\�Eid�FHOHEUDWLRQ��$V�D�FODVV��
EUDLQVWRUP�ZD\V�WKDW�\RX�ZLOO�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�QH[W�
Eid�LQ�\RXU�FODVVURRP��ZKLOH�DGKHULQJ�WR�WKH�WKUHH�
SULQFLSOHV�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�OHVVRQ�

5HVHDUFK�KRZ�0XVOLPV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�IURP�
GLIIHUHQW�FXOWXUHV�FHOHEUDWH�Eid��:KDW�DUH�VRPH�
FRPPRQ�WKHPHV�WKDW�\RX�VHH"

Festival / Eid 
of Worship Date 6LJQLÀFDQFH Obligatory and 

Recommended Acts

Eid al-Adha

Eid al-Fitr



MODULE 6F    LESSON 06
MOONSIGHTING

Learn ing  Ob j e ct i v e sLearn ing  Ob j e ct i v e s
To understand that the Islamic calendar is based 
on the phases of the moon

To underVWDQG�WKH�EHQHÀW�RI�D�OXQDU�FDOHQGDU

To become familiar with the importance, rulings and 
recommended actions of sighting the new moon

They question you concerning the new moons.
Say, “They are timekeeping signs for the people and [for the sake of] hajj.”

Surat al-Baqarah, 2:189
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T
ò. PJ� R:¸ĒùóR Ɏ� Q½āRȰ.Pý Pɏ� PÿRû� TñQì

Hilal
crescent moon

Key  WordsKey  Words
F PĉRû

In the name of Allah, most Kind, most Merciful

� RôTā RÇĒÎɎ.� R÷
dö TÇĒÎɎ.�R̄ .�ė



2

At the time of Rasulullah (s), many Muslims would ask him 
about the new crescent moon, which is called hilal in Arabic. 
In the Qur’an, there are  references to the moon as a means 
of measuring time (see 55:5, 10:5, 2:189). The Islamic lunar 
calendar began in 622 CE, the year in which Rasulullah (s) 
migrated from Mecca to Medina. Each of the 12 months in the 
calendar begins when a new crescent is sighted. The starting date 
of the month in the Islamic calendar is important as it determines 
the essential religious days during that month.Since the cycles of 
the Moon and the sun are not completely synchronised, the new 
crescent Moon might not be observed everywhere in the world on 
the same evening. On the same evening, Spain might observe the 
new crescent Moon while Japan might see nothing in the sky. The 
only thing we can say about these observations is that if one city 
observes the new crescent Moon, than any city to the west of the 
original one should be able to observe the same on a clear night, 
as the Earth rotates about its axis from west to east. This means 
the new crescent Moon can be observed on different nights in 
different places in the world.
 
As the nights of the month pass by, the moon gradually becomes 
fuller, until the middle of the month, when it becomes a full moon. 
Then, it begins to become smaller until the end of the month 
when you can no longer see the moon in the sky.  When the moon 
reappears as a new crescent, this marks the beginning of new 
lunar month.  If you look at the sky throughout the month, you can 
observe the different phases of the moon.

Research

There are different terms for the shape of the moon at different 
times of the month. Google or research the different phases of the 
PRRQ�DQG�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�FDOOHG�VFLHQWLÀFDOO\��$W�ZKDW�SRLQW�LQ�WKH�
lunar month would you see each of these phases?

Surat at-Tawba, 9:36

. MÎ Tü PÔ� PÎ PÕ Pã� P̧ùTȪ.�R̄ .� PÌTù Rã� R8ý Qü ēÕɎ.�P0 ĒÌ Rã� ĒHR,�
P=T8

P T
Ą.� PJ� R1.PJ¸ Pö ĒÒɎ.� PëPó PÊ�PG TýPĀ�R̄ .� R/

P̧¿Rï� Rþé�
NG QÎ QÇ� N¼ PäPɊ T8

P
*�¸ PüTù Rõ��

Surely the number of months with Allah is twelve months
 in Allah’s ordinance since the day when He created  

the heavens and the earth, 
of these four being sacred
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The Phases of the Moon
The various phases of the moon have been mentioned in 
different parts of the Qur’an as follows:

Surah Ya Sin, 36:39
PF R9¸Pù Põ�QI P̧ø T8 ĒÌPì� PÎ Pö Pí

T
ò. PJ

RôĀ RÌ Pí
T
ò.� RHý QÄTÎ Qä

T
ò¸ Pï�P6¸ Pã�þĔ¿ PÇ

As for the moon, We have ordained its phases,
until it becomes like an old palm leaf.

Surat al-Inshiqaq, 84:18

Pë PÒĒ ȸ.�.P7R,� RÎ
Pö Pí

T
ò. PJ

[Swearing] by the moon when it blooms full

A month in the lunar calendar is either 29 or 30 days, 
depending on when the new moon is sighted. If the crescent 
moon is sighted on the night following the 29th day, then the 
month lasts 29 days. However, if it is not sighted that night, 
then the month lasts 30 days and automatically becomes 
the new month.  Like the solar calendar, the lunar calendar 
also has twelve months.

The Islamic lunar calendar has twelve months 
beginning with Muharram and ending with 
Dhu al-Hijjah. Can you recall the twelve 

months in order? The verse on the previous 
page (9:36) mentions that four of these months 

are considered sacred [haram]. Even before the 
advent of Islam, these months were considered 

VDFUHG�LQ�$UDELD��'XULQJ�WKHVH�PRQWKV��ÀJKWLQJ�DQG�
or warfare is forbidden. The four sacred months 

are Dhu al-Qa’dah, Dhu al-Hijjah, Muharram, 
and Rajab. 
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A year in the lunar calendar is roughly eleven days shorter than 
the solar or Gregorian calendar.  The solar calendar is calculated 
based on the revolution of the earth around the sun which takes 
approximately 365 days. This is the calendar commonly known to 
many of us and it begins with January and ends with December. 
7KH�QXPEHU�RI�GD\V�IRU�HDFK�PRQWK�LV�À[HG�

One of the perks of using a lunar calendar for Islamic occasions 
is that different regions can experience that occasion in different 
seasons throughout the year.  Imagine that the month of 
Ramadhan was always in August. For people in North America, 
ZKHUH�$XJXVW�LV�WKH�SHDN�RI�VXPPHU��WKLV�ZRXOG�EH�YHU\�GLIÀFXOW��
However, for people in Australia where August is winter, this 
would be very easy. People in North America would never get 
to fast shorter fasts, and people in Australia would always fast 
really short ones. When we use the lunar calendar, the month of 
Ramadhan moves up by eleven days every year, and as such, it 
can be experienced in different seasons over someone’s lifetime. 
Over a period of about 33 years the same occasion is repeated in 
the same season.

There are many mustahabb [recommended] actions to be 
performed at the beginning of each new lunar month when the 
new moon is sighted. Here are three simple things that you can 
do at the beginning of each Islamic month:

 Give charity: 
 Rasulullah (s) has said: ‘Give charity, and cure your 

sick ones by giving charity; certainly, charity prevents 
accidents and illnesses, and is a way for you to lengthen 
your life and [increase] your good deeds’

 Recite a two rak’ah prayer: 
 ,Q�WKH�ÀUVW�rak’ah, it is better to recite Surat al-Ikhlas thirty 

times after Surat al-Fatiha and in the second rak’ah, it is 
better to recite Surat al-Qadr 30 times after Surat  
al-Fatiha��,I�LW·V�WRR�GLIÀFXOW�WR�UHFLWH�WKH�surah thirty times, 
we can still recite a regular two-rak’ah prayer for the start 
of the new month. 

%HQHÀW�RI�D�lunar calendar

Recommended actions when 
sighting the new moon

1

2

Faith in ActionFaith in Action
Seeing the new moon is a chance 

for us to renew our commitment and 
dedication to Allah. In life, we are on 

a constant journey towards Allah, 
making ourselves better, and striving 
to reach perfection until the end of 

our lives. Sometimes, as our lives are 
increasingly busy, we get distracted 

and forget our ultimate purpose. 
The new month is a reminder of the 
passage of time, and can be a great 
RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�XV�WR�UHÁHFW�RQ�WKH�

right and wrong we have done in the 
past month. More importantly, it can 

be a time for us to think about how we 
can continue to improve on the good 

that we do and to change ourselves for 
the better. As we look at the beautiful 
crescent in the sky, let’s try to focus 
on Allah, the creator of the beautiful 

crescent and Our Only Creator.
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 Recite the du‘a of seeing the new crescent: 
 This du‘a has been narrated from Imam Zayn al-Abidin (a) on 

WKH�VLJKWLQJ�RI�WKH�QHZ�FUHVFHQW��<RX�FDQ�ÀQG�LW�LQVLGH�KLV�ERRN�
of du’as. Here are a few, beautiful, and short lines from it:

3

RúRò)� PJ�Ì Ēö PÈ Qõ�þdó Pã� R
Sñ P×� Ēô QüĒóɎ*

O Allah, bless Muhammad and his Ahlul Bayt,

 RúTāPó Pã� PâPó PÝ� T÷ Põ�þ dÚT8
P
*� T÷ Rõ� P̧ù

T
ó Pä TÄ.PJ

3ODFH�XV�DPRQJ�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�WKH�PRVW�VDWLVÀHG�IURP�WKH�RQHV�RYHU�ZKRP�WKH�FUHVFHQW�KDV�ULVHQ�

 RúTāPòR,� PÎ PáPȫ� T÷ Põ� dȜT9
P
*� PJ

 the purest of those who have looked at it,

 RúTā Rȯ� PîP Ɏ� PÌĒ» PäPȩ� T÷ Põ� PÌ Pä TÑ
P
*� PJ

the most fortunate of those who have worshipped You in it (this month);

 R¼PɊ TýĒ¿óR Ɏ� RúāRȯ�¸Pù Tí RSȯ PJ� PJ
And grant us success during [this new month] in repentance,

 R¼PɊ TýB PÈ
T
ò.� P÷ Rõ� RúTā Rȯ�¸BPù Tö RØTã.PJ

And protect us in it [this month] from misdeeds,

 PîR¿Pā RØTä Põ�R0 PÎ PÔ¸P» Qõ� T÷ Rõ� RúTā Rȯ� P̧ù Tá Pê TÇ.PJ
And guard us in it [this month] from pursuing disobedience to You,

 PîR¿ PöTäRø� PÎ
Tð QÔ� RúTā Rȯ� P̧ù TȭR9

TJ
P
*� PJ

And allocate for us within it [this month] thankfulness for Your blessings,

 R¼Pā Rȯ¸ Pä
T
ò.� P÷Pù QÄ� RúTā Rȯ� P̧ù TÒRɀ

T
ò
P
*� PJ

And clothe us during it [this month] with the shield of well-being,

 P¼Ēù Rö
T
Ɏ.� RúTā Rȯ� PîR¿ Pã¸ PÝ� RF¸ Pö TðR¿ TÑ Ŗº�

P̧ùTāPó Pã� Tô RöT¾
P
*� PJ

And complete for us with Your kindness through the perfection of obedience to You!

 QÌTā Rö PÈ
T
ò.� QH¸Ēù Pö

T
Ɏ.� PîĒø,

Surely, You are All-Kind, All-Praiseworthy.
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2

3

4

You see the crescent moon with your own eyes.

A group of people that you trust say that the moon has 
been sighted [For example, this could be your local 
community, mosque, or regional organization].

Two trusted people [adil] say that they have seen the moon.

Thirty days have passed in the last month.

There are slight differences of opinion with regards to moonsighting 
among the different PDUDMDȦ�DO�WDTOLG. Our scholars do extensive 
amounts of research based on the Qur’an and the ahadith of 
Rasulullah (s) and the Ahlul Bayt (a) to determine these rulings. 
However, sometimes their research leads to different conclusions 
and opinions which is why we sometimes see a slight difference in 
rulings. Sometimes, there is a difference in opinion in the answer 
to the following question [among others]: If the crescent moon has 
been seen in one city, can another city follow that, starting the new 
month as well?

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�$\DWXOODK�6LVWDQL��LI�WKH�ÀUVW�RI�WKH�PRQWK�LV�HVWDEOLVKHG�
LQ�D�FLW\�� WKHQ� WKH�ÀUVW�RI� WKH�PRQWK�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�HVWDEOLVKHG� LQ�
other cities that are united with it in the horizon. What the ‘unity of 
horizons’ means here is that if there were no obstacles like clouds, 
WKH�PRRQ�ZRXOG�EH�VHHQ�LQ�ERWK�WKH�ÀUVW�DQG�VHFRQG�FLW\��

1

Ways to tell it is the 
new month

Differences of opinionRemember. . .
       Can you recall what it means to 
be adil from a VKDULȦDK perspective? 
Have a look at Ruling 2 from Islamic 

Laws to remind yourself“ “
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1

2

KEY POINTSKEY POINTS
The Islamic calendar is a lunar 
calendar, and the new month 
usually begins with the sighting 
of the new crescent moon.

The moon is used to calculate 
the timings of events like fasting 
and Hajj.

2QH�RI�WKH�EHQHÀWV�RI�D�OXQDU�FDOHQGDU�LV�
that different occasions will come during 
different seasons of the year throughout a 
person’s life.

Salah, du‘a and charity are recommended 
actions at the beginning of a new month.

There are minor differences of opinion 
among PDUDMD�DO�WDTOLG in some issues, but 
this does not mean that they are not united.

3

4

5

HIGHER LEVEL

Imam Zayn al-Abidin (a) recited a du‘a when 
seeing the crescent moon. It has been 

recorded in his famous book of du‘as. What 
is the name of his book of du‘as? What du‘a 
number is the one for the crescent moon? 
Read the du‘a and write down two of your 

favourite lines from it.

In simple terms, what Ayatullah Sistani is saying is that only 
locations which fall under the same horizon can follow each other 
in moon sighting. Ayatullah Khamenei and Ayatullah Nasir Makarim 
Shirazi are also of the opinion that unity of horizons should to be 
considered because of the spherical nature of the earth. Ayatullah 
Khu’i, one of Ayatullah Sistani’s teachers had a different opinion. 

Even though our scholars may differ in some of their conclusions 
DQG� UHVHDUFK�� WKLV� GRHV� QRW�PHDQ� WKDW� WKH\� DUH� QRW� XQLÀHG� RU�
that they dislike one another. Two doctors may come to different 
conclusions about what type of medication to take for a certain 
illness, but that doesn’t mean that they are not united to help 
HYHU\RQH�ÀJKW�DQG�FXUH�VLFNQHVV��2XU�VFKRODUV�DUH�XQLÀHG�DQG�ORYH�
one another, but like all true scholars, are independent in their own 
researching, sometimes reaching different conclusions. 

If you want to know more about the differences in opinions of the mujtahidin, watch this video for a seminar on 
moonsighting. ZZZ�\RXWXEH�FRP�ZDWFK"Y JMEV�'\[N;4
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1

4

List two differences between a solar and lunar 
calendar.

2

3

What is the Arabic word for crescent moon?  Why 
LV�WKH�QHZ�PRRQ�VLJQLÀFDQW�LQ�,VODP"

Wouldn’t it be easier to follow a solar calendar for 
important events like fasting and hajj because 
every year they would fall at the same time, and 
we wouldn’t even need to look for the moon? 
Explain your answer.

/LVW�WZR�ZD\V�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�ÀQG�RXW�LW·V�D�QHZ�
Islamic month.

5 In your own words, explain Ayatullah Sistani’s 
opinion on whether you can follow another city 
that has sighted the new moon.

NOTES

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

                        



Note to Teacher: Please cut the sections of the moon and ask the students to rearrange them. This is the moon cycle they neeed to come up 
with. Of course, the students can arrange it in a table as shown below or in one long line if they wish 

 

 

Supplication 43 ʹ His supplication when he looked at the New Crescent Moon 



O obedient creature, 
speedy and untiring, 
frequenter of the mansions of determination, 
moving about in the sphere of governance! 
 
I have faith in Him who 
lights up darknesses through thee, 
illuminates jet-black shadows by thee, 
appointed thee one of the signs of His kingdom 
and one of the marks of His authority, 
and humbled thee through increase and decrease, 
rising and setting, 
illumination and eclipse. 
In all of this thou art obedient to Him, 
prompt toward His will. 
 
Glory be to Him! 
How wonderful is what He has arranged in thy situation! 
How subtle what He has made for thy task! 
He has made thee the key 
to a new month 
for a new situation. 
 
So I ask God, my Lord and thy Lord, 
my Creator and thy Creator, 
my Determiner and thy Determiner, 
my Form-giver and thy Form-giver, 
that He bless Muhammad and his Household 
and appoint thee 
a crescent of blessings not effaced by days 
and of purity not defiled by sins; 
 
a crescent of security from blights 
and of safety from evil deeds; 

a crescent of auspiciousness containing no misfortune, 
of prosperity accompanied by no adversity, 
of ease not mixed with difficulty, 
of good unstained by evil; 
a crescent of security and faith, 
favour and good-doing, 
safety and submission! 
 
O God, 
bless Muhammad and his Household, 
place us among 
the most satisfied of those 
over whom the crescent has risen, 
the purest of those 
who have looked upon it, 
the most fortunate of those 
who have worshipped Thee under it; 
give us the success during [the new month] to repent, 
preserve us within it from misdeeds, 
guard us therein from pursuing disobedience to Thee, 
 
allot to us within it thanksgiving for Thy favour, 
clothe us during it in the shields of well-being, 
and complete for us Thy kindness 
by perfecting therein obedience to Thee! 
Surely Thou art All-kind, Praiseworthy. 
And bless Muhammad and his Household, the good, the 
pure.
  
 


